DECEMBER 14. 1998- 


Wayside Fire 
Department is 
100 years old 


While Wisconsin winds 
down its Sesquicentennial 
observances, the Wayside 
Fire Department continues 
to mark an anniversary of 
its own — its 100th. 

Wayside was formed be¬ 
cause of its location. It was 
the halfway point between 
Manitowoc Rapids and 
Green Bay. People would 
leave Manitowoc Rapids or 
Green Bay with their wag¬ 
ons and arrive at Wayside 
after a day’s trip. There they 
would spend the night and 
continue their trip the next 
morning. 

Soon, the need for busi¬ 
nesses and entertainment 
arose. Hotels, saloons, a 
blacksmith shop.'a post of¬ 
fice, a sawmill, and a gro¬ 
cery store were built. 

Fourteen men from the 
Wayside area felt the need to 
form the fire department be 
cause of the new businesses 
and many visitors. So the 
Wayside Fire Department 
was established in 1898. 

In 1900. when the depart¬ 


ment was incorporated, it 
used a horse-draw n hook 
and ladder wagon with fire 
buckets to fight fires. 

One year later, a hand 
pumper was purchased. In 
1902, the department bought 
a hose cart to go along with 
the pumper. That same year, 
the department joined the 
Eastern Wisconsin Fire¬ 
men’s Association and built 
a bell tower. A well and two 
cisterns were built in 1903 to 
store water. 

Land for the first fire sta¬ 
tion was purchased in 1906. 
A warehouse, bought in 
1909. became the fire station. 

Here's a chronology of im¬ 
portant dates in the depart¬ 
ment’s history. 

1909: 23 members in fire 
department. 

1917: New hook and lad¬ 
der wagon with two chemi¬ 
cal tanks purchased 

1922: Electric lights in 
stalled in station. 

1923: Chevrolet fire truck 
with three chemical tanks 
purchased. 



Throughout this year of Wiscon¬ 
sin’s Sesquicentenni¬ 
al celebration, the 
Press-Gazette 
will publish a 
series of stories 
on local histo¬ 
ry. This fea¬ 
ture, prepared 
with the assis¬ 
tance of the Brown 
County Historical Society, will 
appear on Mondays. 
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The bell tower in the center of this photo held the fire bell used to call fire¬ 
fighters to duty in Wayside. This view of downtown Wayside is from 1912. 


1926: First raincoats, caps 
and gas masks purchased. 

1931: Studebaker fire 
truck with 350 gallons per 
minute rotary pump pur¬ 
chased. 

1932: Purchased five acres 
of land and built a fireman’s 
park. 

1951: Chevrolet 2-ton 
truck with 500 gallons per 
minute piston pump pur¬ 
chased. 

1954: Chevrolet with a 
tank to haul water pur¬ 
chased. 

Former fire chief Ray 
Siebert said that before the 


department had this tanker, 
the telephone operator 
would notify relatives, 
friends and neighbors about 
a fire. They would then fill 
milk cans with water and 
bring them to the fire. 

1958: Present fire house 
and meeting room were 
built. 

1968: Push button phone 
system began. When the op 
erator dialed one number, 
the firefighters had phones 
that rang continuously. 
These firefighters then had 
to inform everyone about 
the fire and its location. At 


the fire station, there was 
also a sign hung by the door 
and read "The fire is at..." 
to tell members the location. 

1971: New Chevrolet 
1.500-gallon tank truck with 
a mounted pump was pur¬ 
chased. 

1972: 1.000-gallon tank 
truck purchased. 

1978: Fully-equipped 
Chevrolet truck, with a 
Pierce mini-pumper pur¬ 
chased 

Also, six more acres of 
land were purchased to add 
to Fireman’s Park This 
park is still used for the an¬ 


nual firemen s picnic and 
rented out for various func¬ 
tions such as picnics, an¬ 
niversaries, weddings, and 
family reunions. 

1980: Purchased pagers. 

1990: Addition to fire 
house for truck storage and 
23.000-gallon water storage 
cistern. 

Presently, the department 
has 35 members and five 
trucks, and an equipment 
van. 

This article, written by 
Amy Hagenow . originally ap¬ 
peared in the Brill ion News. 



